You’ve chosen
to follow Christ.

WHAT’S
YOUR
NEXT STEP?

Congratulations!
In John 10:10, Jesus said, “...I have come that they may
have life and have it abundantly.” That abundant life
began the moment you stepped over the line of faith and
into a relationship with Christ. Now that you are beginning
to Live Fully For God, the biggest question is what is my
next step?
We believe at Midway Church that by living fully for God
you can begin to connect, grow, serve, and go. This book is
designed to guide you through your next step in your
relationship with God.
It’s completely ok to still have questions and doubts about
your decision but don’t let those questions or doubts stop
you from moving forward. Use this book to feed your faith
as you grow closer to God and continue to live life fully for
Him!

-John Theisen
Lead Pastor

God’s Purpose
For your life
God’s purpose for your life is that you connect, grow, serve,
and go to live fully for Him.
Connect- to God and His people (Local Church)
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind.”- Matthew 22:37
Grow- With other believers in God’s word
“the whole body, joined and held together...makes the body
grow so that it builds itself up in love.”-Ephesians 4:16b
Serve- Others with your time, abilities, and resources
“...through love serve one another.”-Galatians 5:13
Go- Spread the Gospel locally and globally
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, ... teaching
them the commands of Christ.”-Matthew 28:19-20

Understanding
Your Decision to
Follow Christ
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in His
name He gave the right to become children of God.
-John 1:12

Man

God
God loves you
and has a plan for your life

“ The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
-John 10:10

Man
Your Sin causes
a cosmic chasm
between you and God

Separation

from God
Guilt
Lack of Purpose

-Sin-

God
Fellowship
with God
Peace
Purpose

But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your
sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.
-Isaiah 59:2

Man

God
God Sent Jesus Christ
to die on the cross

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.
-Romans 5:8

Man

God

It’s your choice
to receive the gift or not.
Receiving Christ involves
turning over control of
your life to Christ.

Separation

from God
Guilt
Lack of Purpose

Fellowship
with God
Peace
Purpose

...If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

-Romans 10:9-10

Baptism
Simply put, Baptism is an outward expression of your
inward decision to trust Christ with your eternity. It’s an
act of obedience, a step of acknowledgement that is
representative of the fact that Jesus died on the cross,
was buried and walked out of the grave, alive, so each of
us can have eternal life.
When you step into the water, you are letting the world
know that you have walked into a new life of faith in
Jesus Christ and that you are committing to follow him
down a new path. If you’ve made the decision to follow
Jesus, baptism is the next step in your spiritual journey.

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. - Romans 6:4

For more details about how you can be a part of
baptism celebration, you can contact
our connections pastor,
Kenny Guthrie by emailing Kennyg@midwaychurch.org

GROWTH
When you began following Jesus, you started the
journey of growing to be more like Jesus. Growing
into Christlikeness is where your meaning and purpose
are found for your life.
Life Groups, Sunday School Classes, Bible Electives,
Men’s, and Women’s Groups are all avenues available
for you to fulfill the purpose of growing that God has
for your life.
When you join a Group, you will grow and be living
more fully for God!
To find out more about joining a Group, visit
www.midwaychurch.org/life-groups

“speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ.”
Ephesians 4:15

12 Day

READING PLAN
When we read the Bible, we aren’t just trying to gather information,
we want to experience transformation. Here are a few simple
questions we can ask to help us live out what we’re learning:
-What can I learn from this scripture about God and people?
-How can I live this out in my life?
-What do I need to pray for?
Ask these questions as you read these passages of Scripture about
the life of Jesus.

DAY 1- Birth of Jesus (Luke 2:1-21)
Jesus’ miraculous birth was a fulfillment of prophecy and a reminder
that God loved us enough to come to us so we could have a relationship
with him.

DAY 2- Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17)
Jesus was baptized to mark the beginning of his ministry. When we are
baptized, it represents the beginning of our relationship with God. It’s
our first step of obedience and a symbol of the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ that made our relationship possible.

DAY 3- Temptation of Jesus (Luke 4:1-13)
Jesus faced the same temptations we face, but stood up against them
by focusing on the truth of scripture and relying on the strength of the
Holy Spirit within him. A relationship with God gives us access to the
same resources.

DAY 4- Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-20)
When God speaks to our heart, it’s like a seed planted in soil. The
condition of our heart determines how much growth will happen.

DAY 5- Jesus Prays (Luke 11:1-13)
Prayer is one of the primary ways we communicate with God. It helps us to
align our plans and perspective with his. Don’t be afraid to share your needs
and concerns because he cares for you.
DAY 6- Woman at the Well (John 4:1-30)
When Jesus encountered the woman at the well, her thirst was satisfied, her
life was changed, and she immediately began to invite others to come meet
Jesus. Be willing to share your story and invite others to experience what you
have experienced.
DAY 7- Holy Spirit (John 14:16-27)
When we receive Christ and our relationship with him begins, the Holy Spirit
comes to be our counselor and teacher.
DAY 8- Ultimate Servant (Matthew 20:20-28)
If we want to follow Christ’s example, then we need to serve as he served.
Find a place to serve within the church and watch how God uses your gifts to
impact the lives of others!
DAY 9- The Last Supper (Matthew 26:17-35)
Jesus celebrated Passover with his disciples. Even he, the perfect leader,
had people who turned against him. Don’t be discouraged if some people
don’t understand your relationship with Christ!
DAY 10- The Crucifixion of Jesus (Luke 23:26-56)
Jesus’ death was the ultimate expression of his love. His sacrifice provided
forgiveness for our sin and paved the way for us to have a relationship with
him.
DAY 11- The Resurrection of Jesus (Luke 24:1-49)
Jesus’ resurrection was final evidence that he was truly the Savior of the
World. The power of God that raised him from the dead is the same power
that is at work in you.
DAY 12- The Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20)
Jesus’ last recorded words to his disciples was a challenge. It is important to
share your story and change the world with the love of Christ!

PRAY
Prayer is one of the most crucial aspects to a vibrant
relationship with God. it’s not reserved for spiritual
leaders. Prayer is simply having a conversation with
God. There’s no one way to pray, but here is a template
that may help you as you begin to connect with God
through conversation.

your prayer with Adoration. Adoration is praise
A-forBegin
who God is, what He can do, and what He has done.
- Next, Confess. God isn’t surprised by anything you
Cbring
to Him. So do not be afraid to admit to Him those
things that fall short of His standard for your life.
- Then, Thank Him. Praying with thanksgiving in your
Theart
leads to a healthy lifestyle for recognizing you have
much to be thankful for in life. God has given us so much
to be thankful for.
- Finally, Supplication. God wants us to ask Him for
Sthings
in our lives. Like any father, He wants his children
(that’s us) to come to Him with our requests.

How to Pray:

A.C.T.S.
Adoration Confession
Thanksgiving Supplication

MORE QUESTIONS?
If you have more specific questions or
are ready to take the next step as a
Christ follower, make sure to visit our
Next Steps Center in the foyer or email
us at info@midwaychurch.org

